A Bit of History ... by Mari de Wit

Dr. Rex Bishop Wilsey is in this month's spotlight. He served as our ROSA
president in 1924-25 and worked for the Eastman Kodak Company in its
Research Laboratories from 1915 to 1951. In the writing these articles it
never seizes to amaze me how much information can be found in a
reasonable short amount of time these days. Without today’s internet it
would be quite a larger and more time consuming task. It appears that Mr.
Wilsey was born in 1889, he graduated in 1906 from Johnson County High
School in Johnson Co., Nebraska and received his Bachelor of Science in
Physics* from the University of Nebraska in Lincoln, NE in 1913. Records
could not be found when he received his PhD, but it appears that he taught
at the University of Nebraska though. University of Nebraska yearbook 1912
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Sometime during 1918-19 he served the Bureau of Aircraft Production as photographic physicist. It is through his work
in aerial photography that he met Dr. C.E.K. Mees. In 1919 he became head of the X-Ray department at the Kodak
Research Labs and in 1929 he was assistant superintendent of the physics department. He also served the Atomic
Energy Commission from 1944-47. He retired in 1951. And sadly in 1968 he passed away and was buried at the Holy
Sepulchre Catholic Cemetery, Rochester, NY on January 27. He was 78.

Education institute St John Fisher College received a donation from Mr. Wilsey’s wife to fund a lecture series that
brought Bishop Fulton J. Sheen to town in the 1940'’s.

Yearning for more information | learned that his grandson Robert G. Wilsey, still lives in the Rochester area. Young Mr.
Wilsey’s family and grandparents lived together for many years, during which he got to know his grandfather extremely
well. Growing up in the 1950’s he was honored to be his grandfather’s young travel companion as he was inducted as a
‘Founder’ of Modern Radiology. During WWI his grandfather, Dr. C.E.K. Mees (Kodak) and a number of others
pioneered Airplane Photography at Langley Field. He also worked on the Manhattan Project during WWII and was
considered a leading authority on Scattered Radiation.

His grandfather continued research and publishing well into the 60’s. His family had a conference room in residence and
young Mr. Wilsey, with his grandfather’s encouragement, observed. The name Wilsey is from the Duke of Wiltz.

During our upcoming speaker series, which starts again in September, Mr. Wilsey has accepted my invitation to talk to
our society about his grandfather.

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS & REFERENCES:
e He served many functions during the first decade of the Rochester Section of the OSA.
o He gave progress committee reports, was speaker of the evening at least 4 times and served as council man, 2™ vice-president,
vice president and finally president in 1924..
e http://radiographics.rsna.org/content/9/6/1129.full.pdf
e From the Radiography and fluoroscopy, 1920-1989:

“... New or refined ancil | alr9y2 0€ gsu ii pnned rutd etdh a.t. ,a pap & aorceuds eidn gtrh
Kodak Co. i n 19 2 3, http://fadiobrapliics.tbnatdrglcontent/9t6/il 1@9Lfudl.pdf e a d

e He has several patents to his name.


http://radiographics.rsna.org/content/9/6/1129.full.pdf
http://radiographics.rsna.org/content/9/6/1129.full.pdf
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LINKS/PAPERS/BOOKS and other PUBLICATIONS:
o http.://newspaperarchive.com/the-landmark/1928-05-10/page-3
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e A Comparison of X-ray and White Light Exposures in Photographic Sensitometry. Optical Society of America, 1926
http://books.google.com

¢ Principles of radiographic exposure and processing. (from inside this book):

e From a United States, Public Health Servicepublication, Jan 1, 1951:

may be ciit ina piece of Vie-inch or Y-inch
lead sheet, Let vs assume a situation in
which the dinmeter of an aperture s to be
determined thar will cover a given area of
film at a given distance employing the
following formula:

The Use of Photegraphic Fllms for Monltoring
Strmy X:Rays and Gumnma Hayn. R. B. Wilacy,
Radiolopy, 68, 229-41 (Feb. 1081), (NSA. April 30,
1951)~=Films ured for moniloring stray radiation
have previously been procexsed logether with cali-
beation films exposed 1o known quantities of radine
tion. Sinee the film respanse, in terms of roenigens,
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phragm. The necessity for elimination of
secondary radiation fog from the radio-
graph with its resultant improvement in
contrast and enhancement in dingrostic
quality was ably presented by R. B, Wilsey

tion with high-energy x-rayx  Specifications for a
standard setup 10 be used to define the r unit in terms
of high-energy x-rays, baied on the use of a Victereen
thimble chamber Inslde n lead cylinder with W in.
wall thicknens, & In. ID, and 2:In. length are yug-
geated. A melhod of calideation s desired.--N, & A,

Radicaciive Duat Ssparation Equipment—I. Allan
L. Bralewe. Nucleonics, & 37-50 Apr. 1951).— “Alr-

I R. B. Wilsey, “The Use of Photographic Films for Monitoring Stray
. X-rays and Guamma Rays,” Radiology, Vol. 56, p, 220, February, 1951.

¢ Battelle technical review, Volume 5. Battelle Memorial Institute, 1956:
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The Photographle Manbocing of Stray X-Hars In

the Radiography of Metals, BB, \Wiley, 1. 1L Strangwiays,
and G M. Comey, Nondeatewetice Todting, v, L1, Mar Apr,
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http://newspaperarchive.com/the-landmark/1928-05-10/page-3
http://books.google.co.kr/books/about/A_comparison_of_X_ray_and_white_light_ex.html?id=gQPCHgAACAAJ&redir_esc=y
http://books.google.co.kr/books/about/A_comparison_of_X_ray_and_white_light_ex.html?id=gQPCHgAACAAJ&redir_esc=y

o Better images, such as this one of a fish (right), can be produced using scattered rather than absorbed X-rays (Image: Franz

Pfeiffer/Nature)

¢ Forest Products Research Society, 1964. Forest products journal, Volume 14

e http://radiology.rsna.org/content/66/3.toc.pdf

17. \hlof T. P, and R. B, \\rllsq.
“The Use of X-Rays on Logs and
Trewn” ). Am, Forests and Foren
Life, (Veb,, 1930},

For those interested to read more on the Manhattan Project, there is a lot online, to get you started here are a few links:

http://www.losalamoshistory.org/manhattan.htm, http://gk12.rice.edu/trs/science/Atom/man.htm,
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAmanhattan.htm and of course: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manhattan Project
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brother, Donald, the mangled remains of a man who committed suicide by dynamite at Mt.
Raven near Elizabethtown.
(see: http:/fultonhistory.com Newspapers Cato NY Citizen 1926.pd)

* http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ne/topic/resources/OLLibrary/UNEYB 15/newsclip.htm
** http://radiology.rsna.org/content/53/4/582.full.pdf

Rex Wilsey Dies;
Was Kodak Aide

Rex B. Wilsey, 78, formerly assistant supernitendent of the
physics department of Eastman Kodak Co., died Wednesday

(Jan, 24,1968) in his home, 353 Woodcroft St., "Greece.

Mr. Wilsey joined Kodak in 1915 after obmnmg bachelor’s

and master’s degrees from the University of Nebraska.

In 1818, Mr. Wilsey undertook|
two years' work for the govern-
ment in aerial photography. He
became supervisor of X-ray
work at Kodak in 1919 and as-
sistant head of the physics de-
partment in 1928. He retired in|
1951. |

At one time, Mr. Wﬂseyi
taught radiology at the Univer-|
sity of Rochester Medical
School.

Mr. Wilsey was a founder of
Ridgemont Country Club and a
member of the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Science, American Physical So-
ciety, Optical Society of Amer-
ica and the Radiological Society
of North America.

Mr . Wi |l sey’ s JOBSA8,t706 61968): f r om

Head of the x-ray department of the Eastman Kodak Research Laboratories from
1919 until his retirement in 1951, Rex Wilsey died at his home near Rochester on
24 January. He earned his B.S. and M.A. degrees at the University of Nebraska,
became associated with the Kodak Research Laboratories in 1915, and was
assistant superintendent of the physics department from 1929. He served the
Bureau of Aircraft Production as photographic physicist, 1918-19, and the Atomic
Energy Commission, 1944-47. Wilsey did research on the reflectivity of metals,
radiography, x-ray crystallography, and photographic monitoring of exposure to
ionizing radiation.

He was a member of the AAAS, the Physical Society, the Radiological Society of
North America, and the Optical Society (member number 173). Mr. Wilsey was
very active in the first decade of the Rochester Section. He gave a "progress report
on pure optics" to the Section on 16 May 1916 and again on 17 April 1917. Mr.
Wilsey was the speaker at the meetings of 28 February and 21 December 1921, he
was 2nd vice president 1920-21, councilman 1921-23, vice-president 1923-24, and
President of the Section 1924-25.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: This story would not have been so interesting was it not for the grateful assistance of: Carlos Stroud
(UofR), Nancy Martin (UofR), Eileen Fay (UofR), and in particular Mr. Robert Wilsey, the grandson of Rex B. Wilsey.
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http://radiology.rsna.org/content/66/3.toc.pdf
http://www.losalamoshistory.org/manhattan.htm
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